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Where to Stay

Vienna

Rosewood Vienna
This refined property blends neoclassical grandeur with sleek, tailored modernity. Rooms feature custom Austrian textiles and high-end finishes, while the
rooftop bar offers sprawling views over St. Stephen’s Cathedral and the surrounding streets.

Prague

Almanac X Alcron Prague
Operating in a legendary 1932 Art Deco building, this boutique stay pairs historic jazz-age pedigree with a vibrant plant-forward restaurant, chic rooms,
and a central location convenient for exploring Old Town.

Andaz Prague
Set within the historic Sugar Palace, artful interior design, generous room layouts, high ceilings, and a serene spa are complemented by an active lobby bar
and a prime location within walking distance of the Old Town Square Christmas Market.

Budapest

Four Seasons Gresham Palace
This restored Art Deco masterpiece on the Pest side of the river features soaring stained-glass windows, intricate ironwork, a peacock-adorned lobby, and
river-facing suites in the heart of the city.

Kimpton BEM Budapest
Located on the quieter Buda side of the river, this 19th-century neo-Renaissance mansion has been reimagined with bold color palettes, playful botanical
motifs, and a serene glass-roof atrium that create a fresh, boutique vibe.

Day 1: Vienna’s Imperial Welcome & Flagship Lights

☀️ Morning

Begin your journey at Rathausplatz, home to Vienna’s legendary Christkindlmarkt. Positioned against the backdrop of the gothic City Hall, this flagship
market features elaborate light displays and rows of artisan stalls selling hand-blown glass ornaments and delicate handicrafts.

Warm up with a cup of hot spiced punch served in collectible ceramic mugs as you take in the morning festive atmosphere.

🎄 Afternoon

Glide through the Rathausplatz park on the sprawling ice-skating trail, which winds beneath illuminated trees and draped light installations.

After skating, wander through the city center toward St. Stephen's Cathedral, stopping to browse smaller neighborhood stalls tucking traditional wooden
toys into their window displays.

🌙 Evening

Settle in for an evening surrounded by the city's grand imperial architecture, pairing traditional Viennese schnitzel with a glass of Austrian Grüner Veltliner
at a classic city center gasthaus.
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Day 2: Vienna's Palaces & Festive Markets

☀️ Morning

Head to the grand grounds of Schönbrunn Palace, where a picturesque Christmas market fills the main courtyard. Browse high-end Austrian crafts, hand-
carved nativity scenes, and delicate ceramics set against the yellow Habsburg facade.

🎄 Afternoon

Return to the city center to explore the Freyung Christmas Market, one of Vienna’s oldest market locations, celebrated for its traditional nativity scenes
and organic regional treats.

Follow the aroma of roasted chestnuts toward the Spittelberg area, where narrow Biedermeier alleys host a cozy, artisan-led market experience.

🌙 Evening

Experience an evening of classical music in one of Vienna's historic concert halls, enjoying works by Mozart and Strauss before ending the night with a
warm slice of Sachertorte.

Day 3: From Vienna to Prague

☀️ Morning

Board a morning train from Vienna to Prague, watching the snowy Central European countryside roll past your window.

Upon arrival, check into your hotel and head straight for Old Town Square, where a soaring, fully decorated Christmas tree anchors the holiday energy
under the Gothic towers of Týn Church.

🎄 Afternoon

Cross the raised viewing bridge in the center of Old Town Square for a panoramic view over the wooden market huts.

Listen to daily carolers performing on the main stage while picking up a freshly spun trdelník—a sweet pastry cooked over open flames and dusted with
cinnamon sugar.

🌙 Evening

Walk across the historic Charles Bridge at dusk, watching the gas lamps light up against the skyline of Prague Castle. Enjoy a hearty Czech dinner
featuring slow-roasted pork knuckle and fresh Pilsner.

Day 4: Prague's Gothic Towers & Blacksmith Stalls

☀️ Morning

Start early at Prague Castle to explore St. Vitus Cathedral and Golden Lane before the crowds arrive, taking in snow-dusted views over the city's red-tiled
roofs.

🎄 Afternoon

Stroll a short walk down from the castle to Wenceslas Square, home to Prague's second major holiday market. Watch live blacksmiths forge metalwork
over glowing embers amidst vibrant festive light installations.

Lace up a pair of skates for a turn around the Wenceslas Square ice-skating rink, stopping at nearby stalls for grilled Czech sausages and hot spiced wine.

🌙 Evening

Enjoy a quiet walk through the cobblestone streets of Malá Strana, stopping into an atmospheric basement pub for traditional Czech dumplings and local
craft beer.
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Day 5: Prague's Hidden Markets & Riverside Charm

☀️ Morning

Visit the quieter Christmas market at Náměstí Míru, set in front of the dramatic Church of St. Ludmila. Popular with locals, this market offers handmade
beeswax candles, wooden ornaments, and hot mead.

🎄 Afternoon

Wander along the Vltava River bank toward the Dancing House. If you're looking for unique souvenirs, pop into local design shops showcasing modern
Czech glassmaking and illustration.

🌙 Evening

Dine at a cozy riverside bistro featuring modern Bohemian cuisine, followed by an evening performance at the historic National Theatre or a twilight canal
boat tour.

Day 6: From Prague to Budapest

☀️ Morning

Take a scenic morning train south to Budapest. As you arrive, cross the iconic Chain Bridge into the heart of the city to set the scene for your Hungarian
stay.

🎄 Afternoon

Head straight to Vörösmarty Square to discover one of Budapest's most traditional celebrations. The intimate market focuses heavily on Hungarian folk
arts, hand-woven textiles, and regional culinary traditions.

Sample authentic regional street food, including lángos—a deep-fried flatbread topped with garlic oil, sour cream, and shredded cheese.

🌙 Evening

Warm up with a soak in the thermal waters of the Széchenyi or Gellért Baths, a quintessential Budapest winter experience, before dining on rich Hungarian
goulash.

Day 7: Budapest Light Shows & Folk Arts

☀️ Morning

Begin at the Advent Feast at St. Stephen’s Basilica, widely considered one of Europe’s premier holiday events. Browse over 100 craft vendors selling
Hungarian leather goods, pottery, and handmade winter accessories.

🎄 Afternoon

Take a spin around the ice rink that encircles the towering Christmas tree at the center of the Basilica plaza.

In the late afternoon, indulge in freshly baked kürtőskalács (chimney cake) and a cup of mulled wine sweetened with local honey.

🌙 Evening

Gather in front of St. Stephen’s Basilica for the spectacular 3D light-projection show mapped across the church façade, which runs every half hour after
dark. 

Afterward, grab drinks inside one of the city's famous ruin bars, beautifully decorated for the season.
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Day 8: Danube Views & Festive Farewells

☀️ Morning

Take the Funicular up to Castle Hill to explore the Buda Castle Quarter and Fisherman’s Bastion. Enjoy sweeping panoramic views of the Hungarian
Parliament Building framing the Danube River below.

🎄 Afternoon

Descend to the Central Market Hall to pick up edible souvenirs like sweet Hungarian paprika, Tokaji wine, and artisanal chocolates.

🌙 Evening

Conclude your journey with an evening Danube River dinner cruise, sipping local wine while watching the grand monuments and festive illuminations of
both Buda and Pest glide past.

European Christmas Markets Summary

Hotel Recommendations

Almanac Palais Vienna
Rosewood Vienna
Almanac X Alcron Prague
Andaz Prague
Four Seasons Gresham Palace (Budapest)
Kimpton BEM Budapest

Popular Christmas Markets

Christkindlmarkt (Vienna)
Old Town Square (Prague)
Wenceslas Square (Prague)
The Advent Feast at St. Stephen’s Basilica (Budapest)
Vörösmarty Square (Budapest)
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